
1 
 

WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 

Tuesday, February 5, 2019 7:00 PM 
 

Members Present 
Colleen Knight Kathleen Couch 
Mark Everett William Kenner 

Rebecca Clark Karen Mann 
 

Members Absent 
Cheri Vaughn 

 
Others Present 

Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 
Jessica Green, Administrative Support 

 
 

I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 
 
II. Invocation 
A moment of silence was taken. 

 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 

 
IV. Old Business 

 
V. Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
A. Major Works 
 

1. A request has been made by Mr. Kirt Storch for a Certificate of Appropriateness to make 
the following alterations to the property located at 123 Short Drive: a. Construct an 18” 
brick retaining wall with 4’ fence on the west property line. B. Alter the north porch. C. 
Alter the east porch.  D. Alter the south porch 
 
Jamie Dail from Dunn & Dalton came forward to represent Mr. Storch.  Ms. Dail gave an 
overview of the project.  She stated that they have talked to John Wood at the State 
Historic Office and went through him to deviate some of the changes the property owner 
wanted to make.  She stated that the main thing approved by their last COA was doing 
the elevation of the house which would include the brick retaining wall.  She explained 
that it would be an 18-inch retaining wall and the idea behind it that the front street 
façade would stay similar to what it is and still have the vegetation in the front with the 
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new fence being in the same line as the current fence.  Ms. Dail stated that they would 
like to remove the stairs on the north porch.  She explained that this is mainly to get the 
parking off of the street since there is a right-a-way right up against the house.  They 
would like to actually park on their property and to have more room to maneuver on 
their property they would like to remove those stairs.  Ms. Dail stated that in talking to 
John Wood he agreed that was still keeping in character.  She explained that the porch 
would be converted to a balcony and they plan to use the original rail height of the 2ft 3 
inches.  Moving on to the south porch she explained that the porch would stay in the 
same configuration.  She stated that there is a stairway there currently that is new 
construction and they would like to reorient it towards the water and make it slightly 
wider.  Ms. Dail stated that on that same south side they would like to install carriage 
style doors in the foundation to match the doors on the north side of the house.    She 
stated that the east porch would pretty much stay the same, but they would like to redo 
the windows to even out the fenestration pattern.  She explained that the windows 
would be in like kind and one over one.  Ms. Dail stated that currently the HVAC system is 
on stilts so they would like to relocated the unit to the roof, to get it out of the main eye 
sight, and then add a screen railing around the area to minimis the visible impact.   
 
William Kenner asked if they had considered recessing in the HVAC unit so that the railing 
would not be needed.  Ms. Dail explained that the porch has a hip roof to it and they are 
proposing to take the hip roof off and make it more of a shed roof and then the unit will 
be able to sit back flat.  Emily Rebert stated that she had the Building Inspection look at 
this and he did say that they needed to have the railing around that area.  Ms. Dail stated 
hat they had hoped to make that railing match the original rail height, but the Inspector 
informed them that the railing did have to meet code at the 36 inches so they did it in 
the same style to match.  Ms. Dail stated that this is kind of a worst-case scenario, maybe 
once they get with their contractor maybe it can be moved to the attic.  Karen Mann 
asked if the north porch would become just a covered balcony.  Ms. Dail stated that it 
would.  Ms. Mann asked it they found that the stairway was not original to the house.  
Ms. Dail stated that she was referring to the southside stairway when saying it was not 
original to the house.  Ms. Dail stated that there are some elements that suggest the 
north railing had been replaced as well, it just would have been an earlier replace.  In any 
case they would like to remove it and convert it into a railed balcony to provide a parking 
area for the homeowners.  William Kenner asked it they planned to keep the arched gate 
theme anywhere else.  Ms. Dail stated that would be up to the owner’s option.  She 
explained that when she spoke with them, they stated that they would like to go back 
with railing that is similar to what is there now, but she didn’t know it that included that 
specific detailing or not.  Ms. Dail explained that all of that railing is modern and has been 
replaced.        
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the 
request.   
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Rebecca Clark made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Kirt Storch to make the above 
changes to the property located at 123 Short Drive.  This motion is based on the 
following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation 
Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.3 Foundations, 3.6 Porches and 
Entryways, 3.14 Mechanical and Communication Systems, and 4.6 Fences and Walls.  
Colleen Knight seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 

2. A request has been made by Mr. James Hess for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
construct a second story addition on the rear of the property located at 625 East Main 
Street. 

 
Tony Edwards came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Edwards stated that he was 
representing Mr. James Hess, the new owner of 625 East Main Street.  He explained that 
the owners would like to construct a second story addition over the existing one-story 
addition on the back of the property.  He stated that this addition would be a bedroom 
and the addition would include a balcony off of the back.  Mr. Edwards stated that the 
addition would be approximately 750 square feet and the exterior of the addition would 
match the existing house.  Mr. Edwards then spoke about the relocation of the HVAC 
units.  William Kenner asked why they decided not to candelabra the deck off of the 
addition since it is new construction, instead of having the beams coming down and 
blocking the view off of the back of the house.  Mr. Edwards explained that the support 
walls would be on the east and west sides of the addition and they will run into the same 
problem they had with the balcony on the house on East 2nd Street, they cannot tie into 
the framing to support the balcony and meet code.  Rebecca Clark asked if the current 
addition had wood siding.  Mr. Edwards stated that the addition has ½ inch thick wood 
siding so they will plank it down to match.  William Kenner asked if they could match the 
new gable vent with the scrolled ones in the front of the house.  Mr. Edwards stated that 
they could match that design.   

 
Karen Mann made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. James Hess to construct a 
second story addition over the existing one-story addition on the back of the property 
located at 625 East Main Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  
the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design 
Guidelines, specifically Chapter 5.3 Additions.  Kathleen Couch seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.  
 

3. A request has been made by Mr. Seldon Taylor for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
install 6-foot fencing in the rear of the property located at 130 East Second Street.  

 
Seldon Taylor came forward and was sworn in.  He explained that they owner the 
property at 130 East Second Street.  He stated that it is commercial property that they 
have restored and they would like to construct a privacy fence at the rear to separate the 
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parking from the adjacent property.  He presented drawings of the fence and the 
proposed location.  William Kenner asked if they will still have the driveway access in the 
rear.  Mr. Seldon stated that they will keep the driveway and they will still have access to 
Bonner Street.  Mark Everett stated that they are only requesting to put up the fence on 
the property line between them and the adjacent property.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the 
request.   

 
Kathleen Couch made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Seldon Taylor to install 6-foot 
fencing in the rear of the property located at 130 East Second Street.  This motion is 
based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic 
Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 4.6 Fences and Walls.  
Colleen Knight seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

 
B. Minor Works 

 
1. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 

the owner of 532 East Second Street to replace one window on first floor of west elevation 
using like materials on the property. 

2. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
Moss Landing to convert the back porch to a sunroom on a new home currently under 
construction on the property.  

3. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 122 South Harvey Street to replace the existing gas pack in the same location 
on the property.  

4. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 401 North Market Street to replace the roof and repair the porch details 
using like materials on the property.  

5. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 106 West Main Street to make the following changes to the property:  a. 
Remove awnings on front façade b. Repoint masonry using like materials c. Replace 
gutters on the rear of the building 
 
Rebecca Clark made a motion to approve all the minor works.  Karen Mann seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor. 

 
VI. Other Business 

 
1. Tree Policy, Request for Amendment of the Historic Preservation Design Guidelines 

 
Emily Rebert came forward and presented the Commission with the findings of the Tree 
Committee.  She presented a form that home owners will have to complete with their 
COA.  She explained that home owners will be told that a report from a licensed arborist 
will benefit their case.  She explained that they included a website on the form that list 
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licensed arborist in the area.  She stated that the Tree Committee decided that either an 
arborist or some kind of certified credentialed plant specialist who could speak about 
what it wrong with the tree would help their case.  Rebecca Clark asked if the form would 
be something that staff could use to keep up with who have replaced their tree and who 
hasn’t.  Emily Rebert explained the follow up process and how staff, with this form, will 
be able to keep up with replanting.  Rebecca Clark commended the Committee for their 
work.  Ms. Rebert explained that the Newsletter will be sent out to members of the 
Historic District and will be on hand in the office to give to people and help education 
them on how to can for their trees.  Ms. Rebert stated that the brochure will also be 
available in the office and will be given to homeowners requesting to remove a tree on 
their property.  Ms. Rebert explained the revision of the guidelines and stated that the 
revision will need to go to City Council for approval.  The Commission discussed the 
consideration when a request come to them and replanting a tree on the lot is not an 
option.  William Kenner stated that they would have to look at those request case by case.  
Emily Rebert explained that ReLeaf Washington is establishing themselves, so donating a 
tree to them may be an option.   Rebecca Clark stated that the replacement tree does not 
have to go back in the exact spot, the homeowner can plant the replacement tree 
anywhere on the property.  Ms. Rebert and the Commission then discussed appropriate 
trees for replacement when taking down a tree.  Mark Everett then spoke about the City’s 
proposed Streetscape Plan.  He stated that he hopes the City Council will explore very 
carefully any recommendation by the Landscape Architect.  He stated that they are 
professionals but they need to ask questions about the longevity of the species and its 
appropriateness to the area and space.  Rebecca Clark stated that when they are ready to 
start work that plan will come before the Commission for approval. 
 
Rebecca Clark made the following motion:  I move the Historic Preservation Commission 
grant approval of the revision of the Landscaping Design Guidelines and recommend that 
the updated guidelines be sent to the City Council for final approval.  Colleen Knight 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

 
2. CLG Training, February 22, 2019 

 
Ms. Rebert went through the agenda for the CLD Training.  She explained that most of the 
training that the members will need to attend will be in the morning.  Rebecca Clark asked 
if the training was open to the public.  Ms. Rebert explained that they will first see how 
many other CLG members will attend from other areas and then it will be open to the 
public.  She stated that the Hackney can seat up to 30 people.  Since this is primarily for 
training for the Commission and members of other CLG it will be available to them first. 
 
Emily Rebert then introduced the new Community and Cultural Service Director, Mike 
Dail. 
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VII. Approval of Minutes – January 2, 2019 
Rebecca Clark made a motion to approve the amended January minutes.  Her motion was 
seconded by Colleen Knight and all voted in favor. 
 

VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Karen Mann made a motion to adjourn.  Kathleen Couch 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 
 

 


